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Essay 1 What do you all think are the main reasons why domestic violence occurs. Why do many women choose to stay with the men who abuse them? When men are the victims of abuse what issues do you think they have to deal with that are different from women victims? Please use examples from the text in your responses.
	Domestic violence happens when one partner wants to control or dominate the other partner in a relationship. The urge to control the other partner is mostly caused by the abusive partner when they have low self esteem, feel extremely jealous, issues with anger management or even when they feel inferior to their partners in terms of education level or socioeconomic capability. Other partners who their beliefs are inclined toward tradition, they believe a woman is the weaker sex and should obey the man as the head. The belief of having right to control their partner leads to violence. Other cause of domestic violence is when one grows up in a household with abusive parent. Such an experience make one grow up thinking being abusive to the other partner is a way of life. 
	In most cases, women are the victims of violence. Many of them choose to stick with the abusive partner in hope the partner will change. Others stay because of religious teachings which discourages divorce. At times, they choose to stay due to lack of material things and support from others. When a women is relying on the man for providence, they find it hard to leave knowing they can’t afford on their own. Some women stay because they believe love conquers all and therefore if they show undivided love to their partner, the abusive will stop. Other reasons why women choose to stay are associated with culture beliefs and norms.
	Men as well are victim of domestic violence. In many cases, women are victimized in domestic violence but also men are facing the same treatment from their partners. Violence toward men is not very pronounced because the number of men who report the cases of violence toward them are not many. Men are treated differently when it comes to domestic abuse as the police don’t take it serious when a man is the victim. This is the number of men who are abused may seem little but in real sense the number is almost equal to that of women.
Essay 2 Of all the issues we learned about in class concerning women’s issues, which did you find the most important? Why did you choose this issue? What do you see as the future of this issue in terms of gender equality and feminism? 
The most important issue that I learnt from this course is the issue of intersectionality in feminism. While feminists advocate for women rights that are equal to those of men, there must be recognition of the differences between women in terms of their race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, class and even religion. Discrimination and oppression of women varies depending on their various backgrounds. If I am a black woman, I am discriminated because of my race and gender and these two are inseparable.
This issue is important since it promotes inclusivity in feminism. For a long time, feminists have fought for problems of a white woman without recognition that a white woman is more privileged in comparison to a woman of colour and therefore their positions of need are not necessarily similar. Intersectionality creates room for everyone’s issues and makes the fight for equal rights more realistic and relevant. Feminists need to unite and embrace each other so as to have successful and meaningful changes. The various groups of women should be allowed to make contributions towards the mainstream feminist movement. There is power in unity. This begins with the top leadership that consists of mainly white women acknowledging the need for inclusivity. It also means that feminists should not be racists. If a white woman claims she is a feminist and is a racist, there are double standards since on one side she stands with women but still discriminate some women on the other hand. 
